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A Letter to a Gentleman, in Anſwer ro a late 
Book, Entituled, A Diſcourſe concerning 
| the Period of Humane Lite. 


Honoured Sir, 


xx Lthough my unwillingneſs to engage 1n 
the nice and dark Speculations of 
& Controverſial Divinity, has made me 
the leſs acquainted with them ; yet 
your earneſt defirehas prevailed with 


= 
=o Ne. 
Ji, 4av 


J/ ANY me, to ſurvey that Diſcourſe you 
Es EGS were pleaſed to fend. Not that T 
think it a piece of wiſdom to ſearch 
into things that are Myſterious and ſecret:For I am fully 
perſwaded that in ſuch kind of 'debates, ſilence is the 
beſt and ſafeſt method ; but becauſe ſach Controverſies 
when unskilfully handled, may be of bad conſequence z 
it is ſurely then a neceſſary duty to clear the Truth from 
the undue imputations caſt upon it. And becauſe TI hum- 
bly conceive, that the Author of that Book, Entituled, 
A Diſconrſe concerning the. Period of Humane Life, has 
faln upon very bad Principles, and maintained a Poſiti- 
on contrary both to the Dofrine of our Church, and of 
all ſober and Orthodox Drvines, it will not therefore 
be loit labour to examine that Diſcourſe , eſpecially lince 
ſuch bad Books are too ſuitable to the humours of men 
in this age; and ſhall we let it paſs abroad to, infe& men, 
without ever diſcovering the | nds of it ? ſhall the di- 
{caſe ſpread,and yet no antidote be preſcribed againſt it? 
A 2 no 
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no ſure, we maintain too good a cauſe to let it be ruin- 
ed by our negligence and ſilence. 

Committing then this wn amnainy Hoa the DivinePro- 
vidence, I ſhall firſt endeavour to ſtate the queſtion a- 
right, that we may not contend about words, and then 
T ſhall lay down that Principle which-is moſt conſonant 
to Scripture and Reaſon. 7 | 

The Queſtion then under debate, 1s not whether the 
Period of Humane Life be mutable or immutable ? for 
the Author and I may maintain both, and yet differ in 
our opinions; but the great Controverſie is, Whether 
the Period. of Humane Life be unalterably fixed by the Di- 
vine Decree 2 This the Aithor plainly denies, and this 
Truth I ſhall endeavourgo prove by undeniable argu- 
ments, and then more particularly exanfine the Author's 
Diſcourſe, | 

And firſt, Are there not many plain Texts of Scrip- 
ture which poſitively aſſert that the days of men are de- 
termined by the Divine Decree? Conſult the Sacred 
Oracles, and ye ſhall find this Truth ſufficiently confir- 
med ; how many Phraſes of Scripture do upon this ac- 
count expreſs a Lind of propriety, that men may claim 
in this laſt period 2 Sometimes it. is called, 3s tizze, be- 
cauſe of its certainty. Eccleſ. 9. 12. Max alſo knoweth 
20t hjs time. The period of his life is fixed by the Di- 
vine Decree, and therefore he may call it his tizze, al- 
though he be ignorant when it ſhall come. The Royal 
Pſalmiſt calleth it his end, Pſal. 39. 5, Lord make me to 
hnow mine end, and the meaſure of my days. As 1f he had 
ſaid; I know, O Lord, that thou haſt meaſured my time, 
and fixed the end or period of my life. The like Phra- 
ſes are frequently ſcattered up and down in the Scrip- 
tyre, all which: denote, that the period of every mans. 


life is immutably fixed by the Divine Appointment, 
bo which 
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which made holy Job take up this pious reſolution, A#/ 


the days of my appointed time 1 will wait till my change 
come. 

The Truth of this may alſo appear from the determi- 
nation of thoſe things to which Scripture does aptly 
compare the lite of man 3 how frequently 1s man com- 
pared to grafts, whoſe flouriſhing and decaying 1s fixed 
and determined, the Sacred Text reſembles its extreams 
to-the morning and evening : upon which account ye 
will alſo find thoſe extreams appropriated to the life of 
man, Pſal. go. Sometimes the life of man is compared to 
a Race, Heb. 12.1. Now in every race the mark 1s fixed, 
and the bounds and limits determined. And to be ſhort; 
how oft is mans life compared to- a ſhadow, Plal.n44. 
2 Cor. 29.15. But a ſhadow, however it dependeth upon 
the motion and poſition of the Sun,yet you know both 
its length and brevity have their appointed bounds. I 
know arguments taken from fſimilitudes, are frequent- 
ly fallacious; but I have ſtudied to preſs them no 
further than the ſcope of the compariſon leads me. 

But paſſing many Texts of -Scripture which may be 
urged in defence of this opinion, I ſhall only mention 
ſome plain inſtances which confirm this opinion. As firſt, 
that noted place in Job, Seeing his days are determined, 
the number of his months axe with thee, thou haſt appoin- 
ted his bounds that he cannot paſs, ec. Job 14. 5.. This 
is ſo clear a Text, that I could not but admire the Au- 
thor's impudence in pitching upon it,ſoas to make it the 
baſis of his Diſcourſe. *Tis true he endeavours to give 
an anſwer to it, hut alas how unſatisfaftory and filly !' 
for pag. 81, he tells us, That every mans life 3s encloſed 
within a certain number of years ; and this he thinks 1s 
the genuine ſenſe of Fob's words : but who can be fo: 
ſtupid as to fancy that this 1s their meaning?Doth not the 

Text 
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| Text clearly hold forth, that the bounds of mans life 
are determined and appointed, and that he cannot paſs 
that period which the Divine Decree hath prefixed. Ei- 
ther the Author mult ſay, that that certain number of. 
years is determined, or not 3 if it be not determined, 
then let him again conlider this Text which alerts it ; if 
they be determined, why is he ſo angry with thoſe who 
maintain the determination of the period of Humane 
Life. If the Author pleaſeth I ſhall draw Job's words 
in this Syllogiſtick frame,If God has fo determined mans 
days, that he cannot paſs thoſe prefixed bounds, then the 
pcriod of Humane life 1s not mutable 5 but the firſt is 
unqueſtionable, therefore the laſt. But 21, he anſwers 
pag. 110. That which ſatisfieth me is this, that Job hence 
only ſays that our days are determined, but he fpeaks n0- 
thing how they are determined. I anſwer *tis true, Fob does 
not tell us how the days of man are determined, but yet 
he acquaints us that 'God has appointed theſe bounds. 
21y, He tells us that man cannot paſs the bounds thus 
prefixed, which upon'the matter 1s equiyalent. to*what 
we affirm, viz. that God hath made the period of Hu- 
man life immutable. But now let us examine 1n what 
{enſe the Author thinks the period of Human lite 1s de- 
termined, pag. 81. The period of every particular man's 
life is determined in reſped of the Divine Preſcience 5 and 
this he thinks is the meaning of Job's words, The mm- 
ber of kis months is with thee. Aniwer.I am heartily glad 
that the Author acknowledges the infinity of the Divine 
Knowledg,but ſorry that he {ſhould reject that ſure foun- 
dation upon which we can only infer tþecertainty of it. 
That God does certainly know the period of every mans 
life, is a truth agreeable to the principles of natural and 
revealed Religion 3 but how this knowledg can be any 
- more than conjectural if not founded on the decree, is a 
Para- 
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Paradox I could never yet refolve: but this comes after- 
wards to be confidered. | 
Another plain' Text to confirm this is, Pſa. go. 3, 

Thon turneſt man to deſtruction, and ſayeſt return ye chal- 
dren of men. Which place plainly affirms that men de- 
pend upon the Divine appointment, and that their re- 
turning to the duſt 1s the reſult of his Eternal Decree. 
Another Text equivalent to this is, Pſal. 68. 20, Unto 
God the Lord belong the iſſues ſrom death. That 1s,the pe- 
riod of every mans life is in the hand of God ; which 
is to ſay with the Apoſtle, [z hizz we live, zrove, and have 
our being. Nay, the Lord himſelf hath -atteſted this 
truth, * Dewt. 31. 39, I kill, and I make alive, I wound, . 
and [ heal, neither is there any that can deliver out of my 
hand. T ſhall only add another Text, and then proceed; 
the place is, ' AF. 17, 26, He giveth to all life and 
breath, and all things ;, and hath made of one blood all Na- 
tions of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth , 
and hath determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation. From which place tt appears - 

. that the Author of our Natures, 1s alſo the ſupream: 
Governour of our lives 3 and that he hath not only de-. _ 
termined how lang, but. alſo when and where we ſhall 
_— | ot 
2ly, We may argue. from the determined event of 
thoſe who are expoſed to a violent and caſual death, 
and from all thoſe Predictions in Scripture concerning 
the death of particular perſons. Do you think that the 
period of thoſe who die a natural death is more muta- 
ble,than of thoſe who die violently? reaſon would plead 
that 1f the period of any mans life be mutable, then fure- 
ly of thoſe who die a violent and caſual death;but that 
the period of thoſe mens lives who are expoſed to a 
caſual or violent death is fixed" and determined, may ſut- 

| fticicntly 
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ficiently appear from the following inſtances: the deaths 
of Hophni and Phinehas are fixed, 2 Sam. 2.34. In one 
day they ſhall die both of tthem. Here the determination 
foretold, and yet Chap. 4. we may read that their deaths 
were both caſual and violent in re{peCt of ſecond cauſes. 
The Prophet Elijah does particularly deſcribe the man- 
ner of Jezebel's death, and the place where it ſhould be. 
And the Dogs ſhall eat Jezebel in the portion of FJez- 
reel, and there ſhall be none to bury her, 2 King. 9. 10. 
But the moſt conſiderable inſtance is that of our Lord 
Chriſt, Daz.9.26. And after threeſcore and two years ſhall 
the Meſſiah be cut off. ACt. 4. 27, 28. Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Iſrael, were ga- 
thered together for to do whatſoever thy hand and thy conn- 
ſel determined before to be done. To theſe andſuch-like in- 
ſtances the Author anſwers pag. 111, We never doub- 
ted but the great Governour of the World, may make 
what reſerved caſes he pleaſes from the general rule, and 
the ordinary courſe of things. Now,now,we have the Au- 
thor yielding and ſuccumbing;for what reaſon 1s therethat 
the period of ſome mens lives are determined more than 
others? let him produce his reaſons, & erit 2nihi mag- 
a5 Apollo. | 

Let us conſider the moſt caſual death recorded in 
Scripture, and we ſhall find it to be determined and fix- 
ed; there ſeems nothing more accidental and caſual than 
the death of him who killeth his neighbour ignorantly, 
and yet view Exod. 21. 13, and ye will ſee that both 
the time and manner did depend upon the Divine De- 
cree. There are many Predictions in Scripture concerning 
the periods of perſons lives, ſee Dext.32.50. Numb.14.23. 
2 Ja. 12. 14, &c. and ſhall we dream that the Divine 
torcknowledg 1s builded upon any other baſes, than the 
Divine Decree appointing to every man his proper 
bounds ? x I might 
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I might here further add that fince the firſt ſtep and 
moment:of our beings 1s determined, it ts but reaſona- 
ble to think that the laſt is alſo fixed: If the Conception 
and Birth of man does depend upon the Divine appoint- 
ment, what repugnancy is it to ſay that his death does 
alſo depend upon 1it?but the firſt is plain from P/.139.16. 
In thy book all my members were written, which in conti- 
zmance were faſhioned, when as yet there were none of them. 
The Birth and Conception of 1ſjaac, Gen. 21.1,2 3 of 
Samſon, Judg. 13.3, 5 3 of the Shwmnamite's Son, 2 King. 
4. 175 of Jokz, Luk. 2. 13, &c. were all particularly 
foretold, which implies that they were fined and deter- 
mined. | 

What! are not all the ations and works, all the ways 
and ſteps of man ordexed and determined? and ſhall on- 
1y the period of Human life remain mutable and uncer- 
tain ? It is long firice the Wiſe-man told us, That mans 
goings are of the Lord, Prov. 20. 24. Nay the whole 
Hiſtory of Scripture informs us, that the works, ways, 
and breath of men is in the hand of God, Dar. 5. 23- 
Eccleſ.g.1. AF. 17.28. Now according to the Scripture- 


Phraſe, that is ſaid to be in the hand of God, which fall- - 


eth under his Counſel and Will. See A4F#.4.28. 

All other Animate Beings are determined, the falling 
of the leaſt Sparrow to the ground is ordered by infinite 
wiſdom 3 the Pſalmift in his Contemplation of the 
Works of God brings in all the Creatures waiting and 
depending upon their Maker, aſcribing the taking away 
of their ; Java to him who upholds all Creatures 1n 
their Beings 5 Thor hideſt thy face they are troubled, thou 
takeſt away their breath they die, and return to their duſt, 
Pſal.104.29. T make mention of this to let you ſee how 
unreaſonable it is to plead for the mutability of the pe- 
riod of Human life,fince the Beings of the more 1gnoble 
Creatures are fixed. B Nay 
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Nay indeed Inanimate Creatures are alſo limited and 
concluded within prefixed periods ; Thor haſt (faith the 
Plalmiſt) ſet a bound to the waters that they may not paſs 
over, Plal. 104. 9. Every thing hath its determined fea- 
ſon, the Sun, Moon and Stars, obſerve their appointed 
motions : And is the Divine Decree exerciſed about ſuch 
inconliderable Beings,and yet not at all concerned with 
the period of Human life. 

Do we not alſo read of the determined period of 
Kings and Kingdoms,of Churches and Families ? the dri- 
ving out of the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Amorites 
and Feby/tes, before the Children of Iſrael, was determi- 
ned to be done without fail. That the Kingdom ſhould 
not continue with Sax], and that Ten Tribes ſhould be 
taken from Rehoboam:; that the Children of Fer ſhould. 
ſit upon the Throne of 1ſrael, only unto the fourth Ge- 
neration ; all theſe were ſurely determined, and accor- 
ding to the Predictions fulfilled. The Propheſtes of 
Thaiah, Feremiah, Ezekiel, and eſpecially of Daniel, fur- 
niſh an abundance of Inſtances to confirm this. Bubylox, 
who made the Earth to tremble,and the Kingdoms there- 
of to ſhake, who vainly boaſted of exalting her Throne 
above the Stars,and of being lifted up above the Clouds, 
had her period of abaſement eſtabliſhed, by a purpoſe 
which maugre all oppoſition behoved to ſtand. Nevy- 
chadnezzar's converſe with the Beaſts, and his eating 
graſs with the Oxen, was confirmed by a more 1rrevoca- 
ble ſtatute, than any of the Medes and Perſars, and all 
was accompliſhed;T hat he might know that the moſt High 
ruleth in the Kingdom of men, and doth according to his 
will in the army of Heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth; and that none can ſtay is hand, or fay unto 
him, What doefſt thou 8 The Captivity of Gods People 
in the literal Babylon was determined, and ( accord- 

ing 
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ing to the number of the years forctold) particularly 
fulfilled. And it 1s ure, that all the days of the Churches 
groaning under the preſſures of Myſtical Babzlozz, are 
alſo dated ; for although the Revelation be a Bok ſeal- 
ed, which none except the Lion of the Tribe of Judah can 
open ard read ; yet the Viſions will at the ſet-tzzze ſpeak, 
The conjectures of men may be fabulous and erroneous, 
but the ſayings of that Book are all ju7thfu! 2rd true, tor 
God revealeth to his Servants what is certainly fyture. 

It is a dangerous thing to grant that the moſt inconft- 
derableand contemptiblething is excluded from thehand 
of Divine Providence : men may think it a ſmall buſt- 
 nclsto deny that God hath fixed the period of Human 
life, but I aſlure you the buſineſs does not ſtand at this, 
but a wound is given to the whole Syſtem of Divine 
Providence ; I with fad experience did not confirm this 
truth. 

Do not all theſe neceſſary things which ſuſtain the 
life of man, depend upon the Divine appointment ? 
The World 1s not governed by a genera], but by a ſpe- 
cial and particular Providence; and man,who 1s theEpi- 
tome of the Univerſe, is guided and directed, is furni- 
ſhed ana provided by his ſupream Lord and Maker ; 
without whole particular communications and diſpenſa- 
tions, he bchoved to return quickly to his mother Dnje. 
The P/alwifs upon this account brings in all the Crea- 
tures icpendirg upon God, Pſal. 204.27, Theſe wait all 
upon thee that thou mayeſt give them their meat in due ſea- 
Jou. And our blefled Maſter , while corre&ing the 
groundlects jealouſie and misbelicf of his Diſciples, con- 
tirmeth this truth, 1M4af.6.26,31, &c. Pehold the fowls of 
the air, for they ſow not neither do they reap,nror gather in- 
to barns, yet your Heavenly father feedeth them.u=sT here- 
fore take 1.0 thought, ſaying, what ſhall we eat ? or what 
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fhall we drink er wherewithal ſhall we be clothed 2 fr 
your Heavenly father knoweth that ye have-need of all theſe 
things. So that the Apoſtle had reaſon to conclude, AF. 
17.28, In him we live, and move, and have our being. Tt 
1s upon this ground that all the encourageing precepts 
of caſting our care, ' and all concernments upon him, are 
bottomed ; and ſhall we think that all theſe things de- 
pend upon the Divine G— and yet the period 
of mar's life which depends upon them be exch- 
ded? 

'Tis an old and unqueſtionable maxime of Philoſo- 
phers, Cujuſque contraditionis altera pars determinate ve- 
ra eſt, altera falſa  1o that from Eternity 1t was true, 
that Sal ſhould die in ſuch a-place, and at ſuch a time; 


_ or he ſhould not die in fuch a place, and at ſach a time. 


One of the two Enunciations was certainly true, for a 
contradiction admits no mean, and ſo by conſequence, 
the period of every man's life being amongft the num- 
ber of things future, it muſt be certainly determt- 
ned. | 
I confeſs-I do not underſtand from whence the life and 
death of man doth depend, if not upon the Divine De- 
cree : Will- ye have your. recourſe to a Stoical fate, or 
Turkiſh neceſſity 2 will ye plead from the fortuitous 
concourſe of- Epicurear Atoms ? or from the Mechanical 
motion of the Cartefans £ will ye run to the Aſtrono- 
mical influence of the Stars? or to the Paracelſiar fancy 
of the Soul- of the World 2 Pray, Sir, are not theſe 
things more like Bed/am-fancies, than the fober Senti- 
ments of profound ſophies ? | 

What 2 doth the life of man ſo depend upon meat 
and drink, and the wiſe government and moderation of 
our ſenſual appetites, that it ſhould be longer extended 


if theſe things were obſerved ? is there any infallible 
Pill 
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Pilt or potabte Gold, that can perpetuate our Beings ? 
have we not ſeen the vanity of ſuch pretenfions, ſince 
that Poet hath concluded more rationally, who tells us, 


Longins aut citius mors ſua quenque manct 2- 


Will ye with doating Azerrocs ſay, That God only re- 
gards the Species of things?or with others, That ſmall cir- 
cumſtanees are unworthy of his care 2: Will ye with Dr- 
randys maintain, that when God firſt created man he 
gave him vertue and ſtrength to act, which he conſtant- 
ly upholds, but does not concern himſelf any further ? 
do you not know how badly theſe opinions are chara- 
cterized 1n the Scholes? 

But I come now to the main thing I intend to urge, 
and 1t is, If God has not by an abſolute Decree.determi- 
ned the period of every man's lite, how can the certain- 
ty of the Divine foreknowledg be defended 2 The Au- 
thor denies the Dominican fiction of the real Preſentia- 
lity of things in Eternity, a conceit only builded upon 
that fabulous notion of Boetizs,. Eternity is an indiviſi-- 
ble inſtant, all at once. 

Our Author ſeems here to. be exceedingly perplexed, 
like a Ship tofſed with a great ſtorm,he knows not what 
Haven to take ; for a long time he conceals his opinion, 
but at length he hath his recourſe to the Jeluitical port, 
God knows (ſays he) whatſoever is true, becauſe bis cogni- 
iſance is infinite  wherefore it is- unreaſonable to think 
that God could not have a- perfect? comprebenſon of things 
if he had not decreed. them abſolutely. Pag, 114. 

And thus the Divine Decree is made conditionaL,and 
ſubſequent to his foreknowledg; for inſtance,God does 
therefore decree the period of Ahab's life to be at. Ra- 
moth-Gilcad, becauſe he did foreſee that Ahab ſhould be 
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ſeduced by falſe Prophets t9 go up, and that he ſhould 
be killed there. 

But alas ! what a huddle of inſignificant expreſſions 
are theſe, and a meer darkening of ſpecch by words 
without knowledg ? Here notable concluſions are infer- 
red from the baſs of meer pollibilities, and the unwor- 
thy tendency of the whole, 1s an advancing the poſ- 
ſible creature 11 1ts may te operations above God ; ho 
Cas Sacred Writings inform us) doth all things according 
to the counſel of his own will ; the Creature 1s now made 
Soveraign and Director, and according to its nodd, God 
mult frame his Decrees. 

[ intend not to inſiſt in the refutation of this fancy, 
commonly known by its name of Scyertia nmedia,fince lo 
many Learned men have already examined it, both accu- 
rately and ſucceſsfully ; yet becauſe 't1s the great ſtum- 
bling ſtone and the Diana fo many adore, I {hall not al- 
together paſs it over: with ſilence. 

"Tis not worth the pains to' examine who was Parent 
of this Baſtard, you know the or7g0 of illegitimate chil- 
dren is frequently obſcure. 1 know both Foxſece and 
Malina are ambitious contenders for it, but that 1s not 
material. Sure if this dumb child could ſpeak; its firſt ar- 
ticulate accents ſhould be in the words of fob, Let the 
day periſh wherein I was bori,11d the night in which it was 
ſaid, there is a monſter conceived 3 why died I not from 
the womb £ Cc. 

As for its Name briefly conſider, that in the Scholes 
they frequently ſpeak of a twofold knowledg in God 3 
one Natural, which they uſually call*Sczentia faplicis in- 
tell;gentie ; and they inform us that by this God knows 
all poſlible things ; the other they call free, or as they 
are pleaſed to phraſe it, Scientia vifenis, whereby God 
knoweth things future,by viewing his Decree: vi: 

| theſe 
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theſe two the Jeſuits place their Scientia media, becauſe 
they ſuppoſe it participates of both extreams 3 at other 
times they call it coxditional, becauſe it properly hath a 
reference to thoſe things which ſhould be future, 16 the 
conditions upon which they depend were placed. | 

Bur intending only a glance at this rugged Theme, I 
ſhall omit things leſs material, and ony in a word or 
two manifeſt the unconceivablencſs of this Poſition. Firſt, 
ſince antecedently to the Decree men with all the ima- 
gined circumſtances of time, place, propenſions to paſli- 
on, maladies, remedies, ec. are mcer xon-entities, and 
purcly poſiible, how can thele things and zr0des be con- 
ſidered as conditionally future ? this were 1n cffect to 

make God know tiingsotherwiſe than they arein them- 
ſelves. That the Divine knowledg is infinite, and cannot 
but know whatſoever 1s knowable is unqueſtionable;but 
ſince things purcly poſiible are neither abſolutely nor 
conditionally future, how can tt confift with the infi- 
nite perfeftion of the Divine knowledy to know ſuch 
things to be conditionally future ? 

But ſecondly, - Suppoting there were ſome things con- 
ditionally future, yet what mcthod ſhall be taken for 
maintaining and vindicating the infinite perfection of 
the Divine knowledg ? ſince all knowledg depending 
upon conditions 1s firſt ſuſpended,and ſecondly conjectu- 

ral 3 for inſtance, Ahab's being perſwaded by the falfc 
Prophets to go up to Ramoth-Gilcad was a thing altoge- 
ther uncertain, for the perſivafions of thoſe Prophets 
might not have been, they might have di{lwaded as well 
as have adviſed hirfi to go; and ſuppoſing ry uicd 1n- 
ducing motives and arguments, yet Ahab might have re 
jected them : ; for according to their Principles, Poſtis 
onmmibys ad agendnn requi 'ſtis poteſt voluntas agere 7 vel 11002 
agere. The connexion between thoſe conditions a—_ 
thin 
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thing not being neceſlary, it can-never be infallibly cer- 
tain, and conſequently the Divine knowledg 1s made to 
be-conjeCtural, becauſe depending upon conditions which 
may either be or not be. | 

Thirdly, There-1s nothing conditionally future in re- 
Ype& of God: for either the condition is to be placed, 
and fo it becomes ab{olutely future; 'or elſe the: condi- 
tion is never to be placed, and fo 1t remains amongſt the 


number of poſhible Beings : and thus every thing which 
1s the object of the Divine knowledg is either future or 


not future, if it be future it comes to paſs only becauſe 
it is decreed; for whatever 1s the cauſe of exiſtence is 
alſo the cauſe of futurition, but all grant that the Di- 
vine Decree 1s the cauſe of things;if God had never de- 
creed or willed , there ſhould be a World ,, there had 
been no World. *Tis true,ſome things depend as to their 
Exiſtence upon the fulfilling of preordinated conditions, 
as the preſervation of Nizeve upon their Repentance 
but ſince that condition was as - abſolutely Sad As 
their preſervation, every thing future does depend up- 
on an abſolute Decree : if the ObjeCt be not future, it 
4s either placed amongſ[t things purely poſſible, and to 
place — in ſuch a ſtate, no Decree 4s requiſite ; or 
It is placed among[t things whick are intrinſecally repug- 
'nant to Exiſtence, fuch as the two parts of a Contrad1- 
Gon to be both true; and here no Decree is re- 
quilite. | 

There be two Texts of Scripture which the Author 
urgeth in defence of this opinion, the firſt is, 1 Sa#2.23. 
11, 12. God certainly knew (faith he) that if David 
had not departed from Keilah, they ſhould have deli- 
vered him into the hands of Sazl, pag. 115. Anſw. It is 
evident that David was not curioutly inquiſitive con- 
cerning the Divine W1ll, for that was a ſecret whick did 


not 
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not belong to him to know. but the thing David dehfired 
to know was, whether the Kezlztes intended to deliver 
him up, and whether Sal would come to Kezlah:lothat 
either firſt there was no Prediction of any thing which 
ſhould be ; or ſecondly, the Prediction was not concer- 
_ ning David's being delivered up, but concerning the in- 
clinations of the people to deliver up. I need not infiſt 
here,fince you know it is an uſual:thing to infer the fu- 
turition of the thing from the. propenſions of ſecond cau- 
ſes. A lecond Argument he urges from 2 Kizg. 13. 19. 
Pag.115. It is as evident (ſays he) as any thing can be, 
that God forehrew that Joaſh ſhould have ſmitten Syria till 
he had conſumed it, if Joaſh had but ſmitten upon the 
ground five or fix times. Anſw. It is altogether ground- 
leſs to 1magine that the Lord had decreed that Joaſh 
ſhould ſmite the ground more than thrice ; nay the e- 
vent makes 1t unqueſtionable, that the number of the 
{trokes and the victories were ſtated, and equally inclu- 
ded in the Decree 3 and yet the Prophet might have 
been rationally offended with Foaſh, becauſe he ſmote 
not oftner ; for what do we know but the Revelation 
he had was general, iz. that Joaſh ſhould ſmite the S- 
rians as oft as he ſmote upon the ground with the Ar- 
rows ? | 
From all this 4t may appear,that the Period of Human 
life 1s therefore immutable becauſe decreed,and that the 
certainty of the Divine knowledg can be only built up- 
on the ſure baſs of an abſolute Decree. This is the Do- 
Ctrine of all ſober Divines, as may be ſeen in. their De- 
bates with the Jeſuits about the Doctrine of Provi- 
dence. | | n 
I confels it is not in my power to reconcile the Au- 
thor with himſelf, for Pag.112, We have no ground, (ſays 


he) to think that God decrees every future ation. And yet 
6 Peg, 
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Pag. 113, He grants that the moſt contingent aGions de- 
pend immediately upon the Divine Will. Is the Divine De- 
cree any other thing than the Divine Will, and if con- 
tingent actions depend upon the one, how are they ex- 
cluded from depending upon the other ? 

Having thus eſtabliſhed my own opinion, I come in 
the next place to examine what the Author objedts. And 
firſt, 1f the period (fays he) of Humane life were pra 
determined, then thoſe wretched miſcreants who with their 
own hands put a period to their lives,may eaſily excuſe then- 
ſelves before their Fudg, is there any rehſting of the Divine 


Decree 2 Anſw. The Divine concourle about ſinful acti- 


ons 1s a very thorny and intricate caſe, but yet the Au- 
thor might have remembred that in the Schooles they 
{peak of a twofold Decree, the one effective whereby 
God decrees whatſoever is good ; the other permithive, 
whereby he has decreed to permit ſuch ſinful actions; 
God does not force or compell men to fin. As the Apo- 
ſtle James informs us, Let no man ſay when he is tempted, 
1 am tempted of God, for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
either tempteth he any man. But he wiſely permits {uch 
criminal actions, neither is the Divine Providence {leep- 
ing when men commit them. E:.: 
213, He Objects, That this opinion is hugely inconſiſtent 
with the liberty of mans will in the choice of the means, 
Pag. 103. . Anſw. That the Divine Decree concerning 
the immutabllity of the Period of Humane life idoes no 
way claſh with the nſe of the means , - comes afterwards 
to be conſidered: that it does alſo very well agree with 
the freedom of Human nature 1s plain, becauſe the Dt- 
vine Decree does not hinder men from acting frecly,but 
rather facilitates and helps men-1n their free choice. *Tis 
trace God 1s the firſt cauſe of every action , .and he de- 
erees that things ſhould be; but he has not 4 to 
| OIce 
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force or neceſſitate man to a&t ſo and ſo. And then it 
would be further conſidered, that all kinds of neceſlary 
are not inconſiſtent with liberty, neither doth it belong 
to the nature and eſſence of human freedom to be the 
ſupream orderer of its own aftions 3 Glorified Saints 
who are determined to will what is good, are yet every 
whit as free agents as ever; and thoſe damned ſouls who 
are concladed within the circle of wickedneſs, yet ſtill 
retain that innate principle of freedom, otherwiſe they 
ſhould be no more men. | | 
. * Tt is granted by all ingenuous men, that only an inter- 
nal neceſſitating or external 'co-atting and compelling 
principle, offering violence to the Will, and forcing it 
to a, does aboliſh the freedom thereof; but now all 
that we plead for ts a determination of events,which im- 
plicth indeed their infallibility, but no con{training of | 
the Will. The reconciling of the contingency of actions 
with the Divine Providence 1s indeed a very intricate 
ſpeculation, and the moderate on all ſides plead for a 
ccſlation, from an enquiry after ſuch myſterious and oc- 
cult caſes. It is enough that we know that man is a free. 
agent, and that nothing can come to paſs without a pre- 
cedent Decree 3 but how to explain all difficulties, and 
reconcile theſe two, hic labor, fy ops. Many - have at- 
tempted a reſolution of this doubt, but alas it may be 
yet ſaid that this is a deep myſtery, referred to Elias 
time; TI ſhall rather admire than ſearch out the depths of 
ProvidencezO the altitude and unpercerivable excellency 
of the Divine Wiſdom, comprehending infinite millions 
of incomprehenſible ways of working with the human 
will, without hurting or prejudging it 1n its. liberty. 
313, He objeds; That: this: opinion leaves no place for 
praiſe t9 the earned Phyſician, nor for  diſpraiſe to the un- 
lful Experick, fice they are both ajed by an external 
| = 4 | C 2 force. 
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force. Anſw. T have already ſhewed that any kind of 
neceſlity that can be inferred from the Divine appoint- 
ment 1s not irreſiſtible, but infallible, not intrinfick and 
abſolute, but hypothetick and extrinſecal, which doth 
not force the Will, but helps and corroborates it in its 
operations. 21y,, Although the Divine Decree cannot 
be altered, yet the skilful Phyſician deſerveth praiſe be- 
cauſe what he preſcribes 1s both according to art, and 
without any compulſion or force:the Decree 1s an immi- 
nent a&, which doth not deſtroy the freedom-of Human 
nature. I doubt not but the Period contained in theDe- 
cree is immutable, and that all the Medicaments of the 
World cannot lengthen mans life one moment beyond 
what is determined ; and yet we mult not deny Phyſici- 
ans that honour they juſtly deſerve, for they aft as free- 
Iy as if there were no determination 1 the caſe, and in 
doing their duty they deſerve praiſe. And as for the un- 
$kilful Emperick ſure no man can doubt that he isblame- 
worthy, ſince he preſcribes thoſe things he knows not. 
The skilful Phyſician is the inſtrumental cauſe of our 
ſafety, though not the ſapream and principal, 

4ly, He objects, Pag.106, The natural and genuine con- 
ſequence of this Do@rine, 3s, to make men like fools or mad- 
men expoſe themſelves to any danger. Anſw. This is juſt 
like that Argument which Satan propounds to our Lord 
Chriſt, Mat.4.6, If thou be. the Son of God caft thy ſelf 
(being then upon a Pinacle of tne Temple) downs, for it 
is written, He ſhall give his Angels charge concerning thee. 
Pray, Sir, did ever any conlidering man think that the 
ſecret Determinations of the Divine Counſel are our 
rule?have we not moſt excellent precepts and commands, 
whereby we may know our duty?and can we from theſe 
take any encouragement to expoſe our ſelves to danger? 


do you think it did any whit excuſe Judas ſtrangling of 
i him- 


£97 
himſelf, that it was foretold and decreed to be per- 
mitted ? 

And thus I have briefly diſpatched thoſe Arguments, 
whereby the Author endeavours to prove that the Peri- 
od of Humane life is not determined by any ſecret in- 
conditional Decree: before I proceed to examine theſe 
Arguments, which he brings toprovethe mutability ofthe 
Period of Human life, I ſhall firſt vindicate the opinion 
I defend from anunjuſtimputation the Author frequent- 
ly caſts upon it 3 viz. That this 1s only the opinion of 
the Stoicks,  drefled up in better apparel, Pag. 78. And 
hence he often by way of contempt calls the DivineDe- 
terminations and Decrces fatal and dormitant. It is long 
ſince Azgnſtiedelired ſuch men to correfttheir language; 
ſince the Divine Decree introduceth no fatal necef{ity, 
but leaves the Will free. But as the word Fate is hate- 
ful in all Chriſtian Scholes, ſo the Stoical interpretation 
of it 1s rejected; for according to the Stoicks the Supream - 
Being 15-not exempted from the Decrees of Fate, but 
inevitably tyed to that eternal order and ſeries of. 
Cauſes. 

It was the folly and unhappineſs of the S#oicks to run 
upon this dangerous rock, while they endeavoured to. 
ſhun the Epiczreaz madneſs, who aſcribed every thing 
to the government of blind Fortune; but ſure this 
_ unworthy and impious fancy kas no affinity with the o- 
pinion I have been proving. If you plcaſe I ſball brietly 
(hew the diflerence between the two firſt: the Stocks 
maintained that the firſt being was not excmpted from 
the Laws of fate, and that he could not hinder the fu- 
turition of things 5 210d fore prratum eſt ſunmn illud 
exſuperat Fovem. 'T's true they grant that he hath eſta- 
bliſhed this order and (ſeries px cau(cs,but they allo con- 
tend that he muſt always obey the Decrees of fate : 

Henc - 
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Hence the Poet Lucaz boldly affirms, (urchin 


Finxit in eternum cauſas, que cun&a coercet, 
Se quoque lege tenens. 


By which mcans the Divine liberty and Omnipotency 
are everted and quite deſtroyed. But according to our 
opinion the Divine Counſel 1s made the firſt cauſe of 
thiggs,but {till he 1s the ſupream orderer of all things,and 
1s not tyed to any order of caufes. **Tis true he hath 
made a Law which cannot paſs, what he hath willed to 
be mult certainly come to pals 3 and the reaſon 1s, be- 
cauſe he is an unchangeable God. 

213, The Stoicks defended that there wasa natural or- 
derof cauſes eſtabliſhed frometernity,by reaſon of which 
all effe&ts were neceſlarly produced ; but we acknow- 
ledg no ſuch natural nor eternal order of Cauſes from 
which all things proceed: 'tis to the eternal Decree of 
God.we have our recourſe; from hence we maintain the 
dependency of things, and the futurition of all actions. 
But as ſome Beings att freely, and others neceſlarily; 
ſo from eternity he decreed that there ſhould be ſuch 
a difference amongſt agents, and by vertue of this Pri- 
mitive appointment the contingency of free agents 1s e- 
ſtabliſhed and confirmed. 

The Ancients did excecdingly reverence Fate 3 nay, 
ſo ſuperſtitiouſly mad were ſome of them, that they did 
dedicate Churches to the God of Fate, and rendred 
thanks for recovery from {ickneſs to it: and if death did 
put an untimely period to their Beings,this folaced them 
that Fate had ordcred it, art thcre was no ſhuning of 
tt 3 hence that ground of comiort which one of that 
number gave to his friends. 


Parce 
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Parce precor _— queſts efſundere, wixi, 


Nec erat in fatis longior hora mcis. 


Having thus cleared the huge difference that 1s be- 
twixt the Stoical Fate and the Divine Providence which 
all good Chriſtians maintain, I come now to view thoſe 
Arguments the Author makes uſe of to prove the muta- 
bility of the period of Human life. | 

Firſt, por: the obſervance (ſays he) of the Divine Laws, 
there are many promiſes in Scripture aſſuring us of length 
of days 5 and on the other ſide, there are many threatnings 
of cutting ſhort the days of the wicked, Pag.118. Anſ. The 
explicite promiſes of prolonging,and threatnings of cut- 
= ſhort the days of men, do not in the leaſt eſtablith 
and confirm the mutability of the Period of Human 
lite ; for in Sacred writ the words to prolong or ſhorten, 
do not properly ſignifie to make longer or ſhorter than 
the dated Period; only they are taken Analogically, im- 
plying length or ſhorgneſs of days,as the Apoſtle explains 
it, Epheſ. 6. 3, Children obey your Parents in the Lord, 
—that you may live long upon the earth and not that 
= —— live longer than God had from cternity de- 
creed. 

"- And although the thing promiſed, namely length of 
days, doth depend upon the fulfilling-of the condition 
yet the Divine Decree doth not, ſince the condition. 1s 
included in the Divine appointment : and thus if men 
obcy the Divine precepts they may expect long lite, be- 
cauſe God has from eternity decreed it. And indeed the 
promiling of long lite upon the obicrvance of the Dt- 
vine ſtatutes 1s very ſuitable to the Wiſdom and Gootd- 
neſs of God, for hereby God deals with mcn as Parcnts 
uſe to deal with their tick Children; they promiſe them: 
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many things, rather to encourage them to take the bit- 
ter Potion preſcribed to them, than out of a real inten- 
tton to beſtow ſuch things. 

Neither indeed is it unworthy to-be noted,that thoſe 
who obſerve the Commands of God, who walk regular- 
ly and exadly, and conform their ways to the Laws of 
Heaven, ſhall have length of days added to them, and 
ſhall die (as it is ſaid of Abraham) in a goed old age. Now 
It is certain, that Abraham lived not fo long as any of his 
Predeceflors, and yet he dicd in a good old age, becauſe 
he was a good man. Upon this account the Prophet 
Tſwzah tells us, That the child ſhall die an hundred years old, 
but the ſinner being an hunared years old ſhall be accurſed, 
Chap. 65.20. It matters not how long, but how well we 
live ; for if we hive well we ſhall enter into thoſe ever- 
laſting Manſions where we ſhall live for ever. 

And as for the wicked who are ſaid not to live out 
half their days, this is not to be underſtood abſolutely, 
and in reſpedt of the Divine Decree 3 but firſt, becauſe 
the date of their lives might have been longer according 
to the ordinary courſe of nature. 2ly, Becauſe their 
hopes,expeCations and defires are fruſtrated ; they pro- 
miſed themſelves probably many years,as the rich man in 
the Goſpel did, and now their expectations are diſap- 
pointed onaſudden,when death ſummons them todepart. 

That Religion forbids all manner of exceſs which im- 
pairs our bodily health, 1s very true: but I ſee no ground 
for the Author's alledging, 1f we conſult experience, we 
ſhall find theſe to be the men who ordinarily enjoy the 
longeſt lives, Pag.120. Sure if we conſult experience we 
ſhall find that obſervation of the Wiſeman, Ecele EF. ts, 
to hold true, There is a juſt man that periſheth in his rig h- 
ov: hr there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life 
in his wickedneſs. It were an cafie matter to produce a 

mult1- 
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multitude of inſtances to confirm this, but it 15 needleſs 
to enlarge. | 

But notwithſtanding of this the many promiſes of long 
life to thoſe that obey the Divine Precepts are not vain 
and uſeleſs, for hereby men are encouraged to live con- 
form to the Laws of Heaven 5 and in doing ſo, if the 
Promiſe be not accompliſhed here, they ſhall 'enjoy that 
which 1s better; for what can be more deſirable than to 
be removed from the miſeries of this vain life, and to be 
recompenſed with an endleſs enjoyment of unexprefible 
joy and bliſs ? | 

Alas ! how little to be regarded is the long life of the 
wicked! Though a fianer do evil an hundred times,and his 
days be prolonged, yet it fhall not be well with the wicked, 
Eceleſ.8.12. Their long life only helps to augment their 
miſery, and to make their. fall more lamentable and 

reat. 
, 2. Another argument (ſays he) to confirm our aſſertion, 
ay be taken from the pious and devout prayers of the righ- 
teous, and their turning from their ſins by an hearty repen- 
tance, both which conduce to the lengthning out of their 
days. But if the Period of every mans life were' fatally de- 
termined, our prayers ſhould be very needleſs, for can we be 
fo ſenſleſs as to imagine that our prayers can move God to 
change his unalterable ſtatutes and decrees, pag. 123,125. 
Anſw. This is but a miſerable conſequence illegally de- 
duced, and very far contrary to all rules of art ; for al- 
though the Divine ſtatutes be irrepealable, yet this does 
not exclude the. uſe of Prayer, which is included in the 
Decree; neither doth the infallibility of the event re- 
prive men from the obligation of duty. Will ye urge it. 
as a vain and frivolous thing,that the anointed of God 
ſhould ask the heathen for his inheritance, and the utmoſt 
ends of the carth for a poſſeſſion? Becauſe it was decreed, 
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ver. 7. Or will you quarrel with our Saviours prayi 
That the cup might paſs from him, becauſe he i 
knew that for that end he came into the world 2 Was 
the greatly beloved Darrel a fool in praying, That the 
Lords anger againſt the people of Iſrael might be removed, 
becauſe ke perfed ly underſtood the number of the years which 
were to be accompliſhed in the deſolations of Jeruſalem? Dan. 
9. 2, 16. Was it a fained madneſs in David to faſt and 
pray for the recovery of the child, fince Nathan had aſ- 
ſured them it ſhould die ? 2 Same. 12. 14,16. Or becauſe 
the Kingdom of God will certainly come, mult the per- 
fect patern of Prayer want that Petition, Thy Kingdom 
corre. It were calie to multiply many ſuch like inſtances, 
but theſe few may ſerve to ſhew the weakneſs of this 
way of arguing. | 

There be three or four places of Scripture he brings 
to confirm the efficacy of Prayer and Repentance in 
prolonging the lives of men, which I {ſhall briefly dif- 
patch, and then proceed to his third argument. The firſt 
Text is Jonah 3. 1o, Of repenting Nineve (ſays he) we 
read that God ſaw their works, that they turned from their 
evil way, and God repented of the evil he had ſaid that 
he would do unto them, and he did it not. : 

Anſ. Firſt in the general we willingly grant the effica- 
cy of Prayer and Repentance, but we deny that they 
move God to change his Decrees; and thus more parti- 
cularly, although God repented (a phraſe ſpoken af- 
ter the manner of mcn) of the evil he had threaten- 
ed, becauſe Neve repentcd ; yet from the out-goings 
of Eternity, it was decreed that Nizeve ſhould mect: 
with ſuch a conditional -threatening. It was concluded 
that they ſhould repent,and that their repentance ſhould 
prevent the threatened judgment, and ſo there 1s no 


change in the Divine Will; neither prayer nor re- 
| pentance 
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pentance can move God to alter his Statutes. 

And although God ſometimes threatens thoſe judg- 
ments he never intends to inflict, yet in doing fo he does 
not diflemble with men , for ſuch threatenings only im- 
ply that the nature of the crime deſerves to be puniſhed 
with the judgment threatened ; for inſtance, yet forty 
days and Nincve ſhall be deſtrozed : the meaning 1s, O 
Nirneve, thou haſt committed moſt hainous and hateful 
ſins,thy tranſgreſſions are ſo exceedingly provoking that 
they juſtly deſerve that thou ſhouldeſt be deſtroyed. 

A ſecond Inſtance he urgeth is Hezekial*s recovery 3 
fifteen years being added to his life after the Lord had 
peremptorily told him, he muſt die and xot Hive ; hence 
he concludes that there could be no abſolute Decree 
ſince his prayers and tears prolonged his life, Pag. 124. 
Anſ. I know very well that thoſe who preſs this exam- 
ple judg it as unanſwerable as any Mathematical Demon- 
ſtration ; but truly if it be rightly underſtood, 1t does 
not in the leaſt prove what they intend. For firſt, 
we muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt the threatnings and decrees 
of God: the threatnings only inform us of our duty, and 
the deſert of the crimes committed, but the decree con- 
tains the ſecret will of God concerning the events of 
things,in which all conditions and circumſtances of per- 
ſons and of time are included ; as in the preſent caſe, He- 
zehiah's tears and prayer for deliverance with the ante- 
cedent threatning were all equally included in the De- 
cree. 21y, We muft diſtinguiſh between a Commination 
abſolute and conditional ; an abſolute Commination 1s 
{ometimcs purely abſolute without any condition tacite- 
Iy implied ; ſometimes only abſolutely propoſed, but con- 
ditionally underſtood : now the threatning, 7 hox ſhalt 
furely die and not live, was of the nature of this laſt; it 
was ſcemingly abſolute, but rcally conditional. So that 
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the denunciation of death was a conditional Commina- 
tion abſolutely propounded, inducing Hezekzah to re- 
pentance, and having no reſpect to the abſolute Decree, 
which prefixeth unpaiiable bounds to men. 

There are two dangerous opinions we mult by all 
means avoid ; firſt, ſome men impiouſly conclude that 
it ſavorsof too much diſhmulation tothreatenone thing 
and to intend another. This is an horrid Poſition, for God 
is not as man that he ſhould lie, or the ſor of man that he 
ſhould diſſemble : the intent of the Divine threatening 
is to ſtir up men to their duty. 2/y, Others infer the 
mutability of Gods Will, and an oppoſition betwixt his 
threatnings and decrees 3 but the common diſtinCtion in 
the Schools is of force- enough to ruin this plea. It is 
one thing (ſay they) for God to change his Will, and 
another thing to will the mutation of things:the Divine 
Will is always unchangeable 3 With him is no variable- 
meſs nor ſhadow of turning, Jam. x. 17. But the things 
may be changed, becauſe God from Eternity willed the 
alteration of things 3 for inſtance, he from Eternity de- 
creed that 1Jaiah ſhould deliver ſuch a meſſage to Heze- 
kiah, he decreed the tears and prayers of Hezekiah, and 
the addition of fifteen years; all theſe were chained to- 
gether in the Decree. 

There is then no diſlimulation at all, no oppoſition 
betwixt the threatning and decree; for God did not will 
that Hezekzah ſhould die when he threatned him, only 
he willed that there ſhould be ſuch a threatning, I ſhall 
eX&plain this by a clear and unqueſtionable inſtance; God 
did command that Abraham ſhould offer up his Son Tjaac, 
but he did not will nor intend that he ſhould do it. So 
in the preſent caſe God did threaten Hezekiah with 
death,and yet he did not intend that he ſhould die. But 
I procccd. 
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3ly,We muſt diſtinguiſh between the conjectural certain- 
tyof death,inferred from the fatal events which frequent- 
ly accompany dangerous diſeaſes, and the infallible cer- 
tainty of death, inferred from the Decree: in reſpe& of 
the firſt, Hezekzah's death might have been ſaid to be cer- 
tain, for the diſcaſe ſeems to have been very dangerous, 
and in the judgment of men incurable ; now youknow 
*tis ordinary for Phyſitians to ſay a Diſeaſe 1s mortal, 
when it is accompanied with deadly ſymptoms. 

In Sacred writ there are ſeveral Inſtances where per- 
{ons are ſaid to be (as it is written of Hezekzah, 2 Chron. 
32. 24.) ſich to the death, in reſpect of the malignity and 
dangerouſneſs of the diſeaſe, who yet have had their 
lives prolonged till the prefixed period. Thus Elihz tells 
us of thoſe who being chaſtened with pain upon their bed 
drew near to the grave, Job 33. 19,22, and yet were de- 
livered from going down to the pit, ver.24. And the Pſal- 
miſt informs us of his being brought back from the grave, 
Pjal. 3o. 3, and of his being delivered from death, Pal. 
56. 13. 

Another Inſtance to prove the efficacy of repentance, 
he urgeth from Jer. 18. 7,8, ec. Anſ. That both pray- 
cr and repentance are efficacious we never denied, but 
we contend that they are therefore uſeful becayſe they 
are means appointed by God, and conditions included in 
the Decree, and not that they can prolong our lives one. 
moment beyond the period prefixed in the Decree. 

A third Argument (ſays he) to prove that our lives may 
be extended or ſhortened, may be taken from the uſe of Me- 
dicaments, Pag. 127. Anf. The opinion we defend does. 
not condemn the uſe of Medicaments; only it implies, 
that 1t 1s a precarious principle to ſeparate the means. 
from the end,ſfince the Divine Decree 1s of both. Would 
it have been judged an att of prudence.1n a—_— to. 
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© have omitted the fatherly care of his Son Iſaac, be- 


cauſe God h1d told him, That in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be 
called 2 or becauſe our Gracious Heavenly Father hath 
commanded his people to caſt their care upon him,ſhould 
they therefore be regardleſs of themſelves ? If you had 
ſuch a grant as Hezekrah had, that fifteen years ſhould 
be yet added to your life, would ye live Cameleon-like 
upon the air ? If all theſe inferences be unreaſonable, 
why do ye urge the uſcleſnels of Medicaments, becauſe 
the event is unalterably determined 2 Sure if men muſt 
make uſe'of the means, even after there is made an inti- 
mation of the event, it 1s every whit as reaſonable to 
make uſe of the means where the event 1s lockt up in 
ſecret. 

It was a pertinent anſwer that Origen gave to Celſs, 
who made uſe of ſuch an _— as this, 97 fato (lays 
he) decretum eſt nt liberos tollas, froe uxorem ducas (foe 
20n ducas liberos procreabisz ſed 8 in fato eft ut liberos nou 
ſuſcipias, foe ducas uxorem, five non dicas, non procreabis 
liberos ; tee igitur tibi fatale eſt ut procrees vel non pro- 
crees liberos, fruſtra cum uxore des liberis operam. Quem- 
admodum enint, quia non poſſunt ſme congreſſu cum uxore 
procreari liberi,non fruſtra uxor ducitur 5 ita quia ex mor- 
bo relevari ager ſme ope medicing non poteſt, meceſſe eſt 
medicunm adhibere falſum eſt wav tictyey 3 tatev ; a Clear 
Inſtance to ſhow the folly of ſeparating the 'end from 
the means. 'Tis a fabulous conceit to think that God De- 
crees the end without any conſideration of the means; 
for although the Decree which is an eternal and imma- 
nent action does not depend upon the means; yet the e- 
vent does, and both event and means are included 1n' 
the ſame Decree, and at once ordained. | 

By all this it may appear that Medicaments are'not to 
be rejected, and that the skilful Phyſician is no redun« 
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dant member in a Kingdom, but a perſon dignified with 
an honourable employment. And although the Divine 
Decree hath ſet bounds to men, ſaying, Hitherto ſhalt 
thou come,but no further;yet the Phyſician may be lawful- 
ly employed; for he muſt not curiouſly enquire into the 
Decree,which 1s kid, he mutt conſider what is his duty :* 
although the Minitters of the Goſpel know that the en- 
creaſe of ſpiritual blethings depends neither upon Paul 
nor Apollo, yet they muſt not omit to plant and watcr. 

4ly, He objets, Nothing is more evident than that there 
are ſeveral things which have a phytcal efficacy in the 
ſhortning of mens lives, as all kinds of excejs.— And on 
the other fide there are many things which efjedually con- 
duce to the lengthning. of our days, namely all kind of mo-. 
deration and temperance, &c. Pag. 131. Anſ. I have al- 
ready ſhewed that an abſolute Decree does not ex- 
clude the uſe of lawful means ; all that I ſhall now 
add is this, that although God be the chicf and prin- 
cipal cauſe of things, yet he docs not hinder ſecond 
cauſes from ating according to that power he hath 
implanted in them. We don't doubt but there are many 
things which conduce both to the prolonging and ſhort- 
ning of our life, but theſe things are all ordained and 
included in the Dccree, tor God docs not decree the pe- 
riod of mans life without a conſideration of all cir- 
cumftances ; and thus we don't deny but Intemperance 
is the cauſe why many men have been expoſed to an un- 
timcly death, but God did forcſce this, and he decreed to 
permit 1t. 

The laſt Argument he makes ufc of is, Dox't we evi- 
dently perceive that many men had lived longer if they had 
net wretckedly and unreaſonably expoſed themſelzes to wan- 
ger? Pag. 132. Azf. That mens expoling of them. Ives 
to danger has been the cauſe of fome mens thort lives, 
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we willingly grant 3 but that their expoſing of them- 
ſelves to that danger was not included in the De- 
cree, this we peremptorily deny. It is a great miſtake to 
conclude that we ſhould not be ſolicitous of our ſelves, 
becauſe our days are determined : the Author grants 
that in ſome extraordinary caſes ſome mens days are 
determined, and yet I hope he will not ſay that choſe 
men ought to expoſe themſelves to needleſs danger. Al- 
though our great Maſter had his time appointed, yet he 
nity avoided and fled from the afſlaults of his ene- 
mies. Although Hezekzah did know that fifteen years 
ſhould be added to his fe, yet he was not ſo fooliſh as 
to caſt himſelt upon dangers ; and how frequently had 
the Children of -1ſrae! promiſes of ſubduing their ene- 
mies, and yet they did not abſtain from their War- 
like preparations and politick ſtratagems. 

And now I have conſidered all that is conſiderable 
in that Diſcourſe, I leave you to judg, whether what I 
have written may be of publick uſe. You have engaged 
me in an intricate caſe, and now let me engage you to 
meditate upon the ſubject under debate. It is far more 
advantageous to live as thoſe who know that a Period 
ſhall be quickly put to their beings, than to diſpute of 
it accurately and learnedly. Let us not be ſolicitous how 
long we ſhall live, but how well ; it is the order- 
ing of our converſation aright, that is the principal part 
of wiſdom, and in doing this we will find more fatisfa- 
ion than in ſearching into hid Myſteries. And unto mar 
he ſaid, behold the fear of the Lord,that is wiſdom, and to 
depart from evil is underſtanding, Job 28. 28. 
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